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- Letter 5is recorded as ;in all the words as other copies;

- Letter Sisrecorded as S with no diacritical marks in all the words.

In this paper the followings are preserved:

Words in the Consultative Assembly Library copy that are
lacking in the printed edition of Kitab al-Bulghat (Bayezid copy)
are written in modern orthography and appear in bold.

Expressions or phrases containing the entry word and those that
are placed in front of the entry word are exactly reproduced
as in the manuscript copy.

Words that specifically belong to the scribe’s dialect which he
has written under or over Persian and Arabic words are
exactly reproduced as in the manuscript copy and appear in
bold.

Words fromtheBayezid, Chester Beatty,and Gothamanuscripts
which appear in the Consultative Assembly Library copies,
and words from the Senate and Great Encyclopedia copies,
are exactly reproduced as in the manuscript copies.

When words containing letters - and - appear in the present
article from the Consultative Assembly Library copy, the
editor’s intention has been to emphasize the orthography of
the letters as they appear in the manuscript.

All diacritical marks of the entry words and elsewhere are

exactly reproduced on the basis of the manuscripts copies.
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from Qum, he sometimes uses words and expressions which
belonged to Qum, Kashan, and Central regions dialects to define
and explain Persian and sometimes Arabic words. These words are
also included in this article.

The present editor’s attempt has been to include in this article
the entries which are lacking in the Bayezid and Gotha copies or
thathavebeenrecorded with differentreadings. Wordsin Bayezid,
Chester Beatty, and Gotha manuscripts that differ from the
readings in the National Consultative Assembly Library copy are
alsoincluded inthe article. Words with diacritical marks and their
phonetic featuresinthe Assembly Library copy are alsolisted. The
words which only appear in the Senate or the Great Encyclopedia
copies are listed under titles “Words in the Senate Library copy of
al-Bulghat” and “words in the Center for the Great Islamic
Encyclopedia copy of al-Bulghat”. In the end, an erratum of the
“errata” which is appended to the introduction of the printed
Kitab al-Bulghat and its text is listed and discussed under the title
“On the Erratum of the Printed edition of Kitab al-Bulghat” and
“Errors in the Printed edition of Kitab al-Bulghat with regard to
the base (Bayezid) copy.”

Remarks on the orthography of letters (& '¢; o) in the old copy of
Consultative Assembly Library

- Letter _isrecorded as _ (about 50 words) and as  in the rest;
- Letter - isrecorded as ; (about 15 words) and as ¢ in the rest;
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from 8th/14th century;

- MSNo. 531 of the Gotha Library (Germany), Dated 824/1421;

- MS No. 1976-15 of the National Museum of Pakistan (Karachi),
apparently from 11th and 12th/17th and 18th centuries.

Al-Bulghah was edited and published in 1353/1974 by Mojtaba
Minovi and Firouz Harirchi on the basis of Bayezid copy that was
also collated with the Gotha manuscript. Thirty years later, in an
article entitled “On the entries of the old manuscript copy of Kitab
al-Bulghat” (Ghasemi, 1383: 5-30), the present editor published the
entries, glosses, and annotations found in the Chester Beatty copy
which were lacking in Minovi and Harirchi’s edition, and later on
he published an edition of Tatimah Kitab al-Bulghat under the title
Tatimahyi Farhang al-Bulghat (Ghasemi, 1389: 78-111). The Tatimmah
is abrief supplement to the al-Bulghat written by Abti al-Hasan "All
b. Ahmad Fanjgirdi Nishabiri(d. 513/1134), a student and disciple of
Ya'qiib Kurdt, which consists of 480 Arabic words and their Persian
equivalents. As Safari Aq-qaleh has pointed out, several folios are
missing from the beginning, the first and the second chapters of
the manuscript. The copy fortunately includes a colophon dated
620/1241 in which the scribe al-Husayn b. ‘Al1 Abi al-Fazl al-Qum1
states the date on which he completed the transcription of the
copy. Most Persian equivalents are marked by diacritics for
correct pronunciation, and the work includes entries that are

mostly lacking in Minovi and Harirchi’s edition. As the scribe was



Preface

Al-Bulghat al-Mutarjam fial-Lughat or Al-Bulghat fral-Lughat or Kitab

al-Bulghat or smiply al-Bulghah, written by Abt Ysif Ya'qib b.
Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ahmad Qari Kurdi Nishabir (d. 474/108),

is one of the earliest known Arabic-Persian dictionaries. The

dictionary was completed in 438/1046 and consists of 6000 Arabic

words, expressions, and phrases defined or explained in Persian

and/or Arabic. A great part of entries consists of Arabicized words.

Like other Arabic-Persian dictionaries, entries are thematically

arranged into 40 sections (each section comprising of several chapters

out of the total 283 chapters). Several manuscript copies of the work

have been identified as follows:

MS No. 13051 of the former Iranian National Consultative
Assembly Library, Dated 620/1223;

MS No. 954 of Bayezid Public Library in Amasya (Turkey), Dated
654/1256;

MS No. 350 of Chester Beatty Library (ireland), Dated 668/1270;
MS No. 540/14433 of the former Iranian Senate Library,
apparently from 7th/13th century;

MS No. 450728 of the Center for the Great Islamic Encyclopedia,
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