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The Garsaspnama is a heroic story in verse about the deeds of Garsasp,
one of the ancestors of Iran’s national hero, Rustam.'® Like all known
verse epics in classical Persian that are based on prose originals, the
Garsaspnama is also a versified version of an older prose text.
A summary of the contents of its prose original has been preserved in
the History of Sistan (composed between 445-725/1053-1325). Quite possibly,
the stories of Gar$asp’s deeds existed earlier than the 11% century A.D.,
and were incorporated into Abi al-Mu’ayyad al-Balkh1’s great prose
Sahnama of the first half of the 10" century A.D. Abii al-Mu’ayyad’s
work must have been one of the sources of the Samanid vizier,
Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Bal’am (d. 363/974), who quotes from it
in his own history that was completed in 352/963.

The prose account of Gars$asp’s adventures were put into verse in
458/1066 by the renowned poet, lexicographer, and calligraphist, Asadi
of TTs (999 or 1000 — 1072 or 1073) for a certain Prince Abii Dulaf.

The text of the verse Garsaspnama was first edited by the French
scholar, Clement Huart (1854-1926), who published an incomplete
bilingual edition of it. Huart’s edition included only the first 2,543
distiches of the poem and appeared in Paris in 1926.'* Professor Minovi

13. Unfortunately, in my English introduction to the facsimile edition of the Topkapi
Sarayi Museum’s manuscript no. H 674, 1 mistakenly deleted the reference to
Rustam’s ancestor, and produced the blatantly wrong sentence: “The Gar$aspnama
is a heroic story in verse about the adventures of the Iranian national hero, Rustam.”

14. Huart, Clement. Le Livre de Gerchasp Poeéme Persan d’Asadi Junior de Tois.
Tome Premier. Paris, 1926.



insinuates that Huart had prepared a complete edition of the text, which
was left among his papers with his wife. Later, Professor Henri Massé
(1866-1969) was asked to supervise the publication of Huart’s complete
edition, but he refused the offer for unknown reasons.' It was left to
the Iranian scholar, Professor Habib Yaghma’i (1902-1985) to produce a
complete edition of the poem, which was published in Tehran in
1317/1938. Yaghma’i's edition was later translated into French by
Henri Massé and was published in Paris as the completion of Huart’s
original edition.'®

Several dozen partial and complete manuscripts of the Garsaspnama
are known. The poem has also been inserted in a number of the
Sahnama manuscripts, in part and in whole, in order to expand the
narrative of the national epic.!”

The present small volume is a facsimile edition and a printing of the
text of more than 800 verses of the Garsaspnama. These verses were
found on a number of old folios, which belong to the British Library.
These folios were, according to Minovi,'® made into cardboard and used
as the binding of another manuscript, and according to a note inserted by
the British library’s personnel, were found in the lining of a manuscript.
Whatever their exact source, it appears that sometime during Professor
Minovi’s first visit to London in 1930, one of the people who worked in
the Oriental department of the British library showed them to Minovi and
asked him to examine them. Upon careful examination, Minovi
determines that they are from some old volume of the poem and may
have been copied very near the time of their poet’s life.

15. Minovi, Mujtaba. “Nuskha-ha-yi qadim-i Gar$aspnama”, in Yaghma 10 (1323):
569-574, p.573. This article is the text of a letter that Minovi wrote to Yaghma’i in
1315/1936.

16.Massé, H. Le Livre de Gerchasp poéme person d’Asadi de Tous traduit par Henri
Massé. Tome second et dernier. Paris, 1951. For more information on the poem’s
other translations see: De Blois, Frangois. Persian Literature: A Bio-Bibliographical
Survey Begun by the Late C. A. Storey. V, Pt.1 (Poetry to ca. A.D. 1100). London:
The Royal Asiatic Society, 1992, p.88.

17. See De Blois, Persian Literature, pp.85-88.

18. Minovi, loc. Cit. p.574.



The text is profoundly damaged because of what these folios have
been through. I have previously published the text of two of these
folios.!” However, since they appear to be quite old and may include
useful variants, I thought that their presentation in a complete facsimile
edition that is accompanied with a printing of the text as well as a
determination of their location in Professor Yaghma’i's standard edition
would be useful. The present small volume aims to achieve these goals.

I must thank Dr. Akbar Irani, the director of the Written Heritage
Research Center, who decided to include this facsimile edition among
the publications of his center. I must also thank Mr. Masoud Rastipour,
who supervised its production and made several very useful suggestions
and corrections. The staff of the Written Heritage Research Center have
always been more than courteous and helpful whenever I have had any
dealings with them, and I would like to offer them my gratitude and
admiration for their many kindnesses and hard work.

Mahmoud Omidsalar

John F. Kennedy Memorial Library
California State University, Los Angeles
March 29, 2017

19. Omidsalar, M. “Nuskha-yi Garsaspnama-yi kitabkhana-yi britaniya ba nisan-i Or.
115867, in Jasn-nama-yi Ustad Isma 1l-i Sa’adat. Ed. H. Habibi. Tehran 1387/2008,
pp.39-40.
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